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Abstract:

In order to better understand the current state of preparedness for the health effects of climate change, the
Environmental Defense Fund collaborated with the National Association of City and County Health Officials
(NACCHO) and George Mason University to conduct a survey of local health departments from around the
country. The survey asked respondents to discuss their perception of climate-related health risks and the
status and adequacy of their departments' activities in response to these risks. It also asked respondents to
identify the regulatory roles they perform, the programs in place that address policies and activities to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and the additional resources needed to allow their departments to deal
more effectively with climate change as a public health issue. The survey found health department directors
believe that climate change will make their job more difficult on many levels. These directors also feel that a
lack of human and financial resources is a key constraint to incorporating climate change into public health
preparedness. The survey further reveals concerns about availability of expertise on climate change health
impacts within the public health community and the level of planning and capacity building initiated to
respond to this issue. Recommended actions by the federal government as well as the public health and
medical communities are synthesized in the final chapter of this report.

Source: http://www.naccho.org/topics/environmental/climatechange/upload/Are-we-ready_14_view.pdf   

Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Policymaker, Public

Other Communication Audience: Local health departments

Early Warning System:  

Author(s): Balbus J, Ebi K, Finzer L, Malina C, Chadwick A, McBride D, Chuk M, Maibach
EW

Year: 2008
Publisher: Environmental Defense Fund (EDF), National Association of County and City

Health Officials, and Center of Excellence in Climate Change Communication
Research at George Mason University (Washington, DC)
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resource focus on systems used to warn populations of high temperatures, extreme weather, or other
elements of climate change to prevent harm to health

 A focus of content

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Air Pollution, Extreme Weather Event, Food/Water Quality, Food/Water Security, Food/Water Security,
Human Conflict/Displacement, Sea Level Rise, Temperature, Unspecified Exposure

Air Pollution: Allergens, Ozone

Extreme Weather Event: Drought, Flooding, Wildfires

Temperature: Extreme Heat, Fluctuations

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Arctic, Ocean/Coastal, Urban

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 United States

Health Co-Benefit/Co–Harm (Adaption/Mitigation):  

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with
greenhouse gases 

A focus of content

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Cardiovascular Effect, Infectious Disease, Mental Health/Stress, Morbidity/Mortality, Respiratory Effect

Infectious Disease: Foodborne/Waterborne Disease, Vectorborne Disease, Zoonotic Disease

Foodborne/Waterborne Disease: General Foodborne/Waterborne Disease

Vectorborne Disease: General Vectorborne

Zoonotic Disease: General Zoonotic Disease

Mental Health Effect/Stress: Mood Disorder

Medical Community Engagement:  

resource focus on how the medical community discusses or acts to address health impacts of climate
change

 A focus of content
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Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation, Mitigation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Children, Elderly, Low Socioeconomic Status, Pregnant Women

Other Vulnerable Population: Pre-existing medical conditions; People with low mobility;People with
cognitive constraints

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Policy/Opinion

Resilience:  

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

 A focus of content

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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